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Welcome Yule 

\ CHRISTMAS gambol oft could che lhe 


poor man’s heart thro’ half the year,” says Sir 
Walte: We 
wish the happiest celebrations of the day to every 
variety of our readers, to those who have worked 
in hospital, in the private patient’s sickroom, on 
the district, in the Council room, Our frontis- 
piece shows the three ships. of the pretty old 
legend that brought the best of Christmas gifts; 
and our wish for all our Nursing Times friends 
is that their own ships may sail in with cargoes 
yf whatever they most want and need in I‘ 


Scott—and there 1s a good deal in 1t 


+> 
WO 


<¢ = “ ~ > 

. . . a Dangerous Thing 

Lorp Lee of Fareham, chairman of the 
National Radium Commission, recently cited the 
sad case of a great number of girls (800) who had 
been employed in America some years ago to 


paint luminous watch dials with a preparation ot 
zinc sulphide containing minute quantities of 
radium or mesothorium. By licking their brushes 
to point them, the girls gradually absorbed 
enough radio-active substance to produce in them 
selves an accumulation of radium poisoning, which 
continued to operate even after death. (Twenty 
died of diseases of bone It was said that one of 
the victims only became aware of her condition 
when she saw a phosphorescent reflection of 
herself in a mirror after dark. Sir George Lenthal 
Cheatle, corroborating Lord Lee’s account in a 


letter to The Times,said further that there was 
no known method by which the radium element, 
if any, in the bodies of the living 780 girls could be 
eliminated, and he strongly stressed the importance 
of Lord Lee’s warning that in the hands of the 
inexperienced the use of radium in any form was 
dangerous. Lord Lee drew attention to the many 
advertisements of radium remedies now being 
foisted on toa credulous public. If they contained 
radium they were harmful; if they did not they were 
fraudulent. He would urge that radium and all 
similar radio-active substances should be scheduled 
as dangerous poisons, and the sale strictly con- 
trolled. 


Wanted—a Chapel 


BEFORE Mrs. Tate, M.P. for West Willesden, went 
to the House of Commons to speak on “ Housing”’ 
on December 15, she found time to carry out an 
important function in her own constituency— 
the opening of the General Hospital Bazaar. 
This bazaar was a special effort by the matron, 
Miss G. W. Rosier, D.N., and her staff to raise 
funds for the building of a chapel. Introduced 
by Mr. G. H. Furness, the hospital chairman, 
Mrs. Tate showed much sympathy for nurses in 
her short speech; she understood their need 
of a place of quiet where they might find inspiration 
for their daily work, of which she emphasised 
the vocational aspect. Mrs. Tate then had to 
hurry to Westminster, but she left a cheque with 
Matron. Judging by the look of the stalls the staff 
must have worked very hard. Christmas presents 
had been thought of; store cupboards could be 
replenished ; home-made cakes, sweets and delicious- 
looking mince pies were for sale. To add to the 
fun of things there were guessing competitions, 
fortune-telling and a “ Bran Tub”. Tea was 
to be had at a small cost in the nurses’ home, and 
in the recreation room Madame Galewska’s pupils 
provided us with a great treat. During the interval 
the nursing staff gave a dramatic rendering of 
‘Cock Robin”; and we are left wondering how 
‘“ Robin” fared after spending so long under a 
red blanket, without seeming to breathe, while it 
was decided who had killed him! The wards, 
operating theatres and other departments were 
on view, all looking very fresh and bright. (The 
excellent total of £65 was, we hear, achieved by 
this bazaar.) 


L.C.C. Jottings 


By reason of its enterprise in making experi- 
ments, the L.C.C. is in a position to give inside 
advice to other nursing bodies on the Lancet 
Commission’s recommendation regarding non- 
resident staff. St. James’s Hospital, Balham, 
which serves an extensive district, is having to 
cope with the cost and accommodation of extra 
staff for two new blocks which will shortly be in 
use. To make room for 49 extra probationers 
and nurses undergoing midwifery training it is 
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proposed that 39 of the trained staff shall live 
out (these will include seven new ward sisters and 
seven staff nurses). Economy may eventually 
be exercised by acquiring or renting premises 
in the neighbourhood for use as a staff hostel. 
Another L.C.C. decision is that “‘ River Hospitals ”’ 
(romantic name !) shall continue to offer nursing 
salaries on the scale that is usual for 300- to 600- 
bedded hospitals, but that during small-pox 
epidemics, when much rush work is involved in 
the opening up and preparation for occupation 
of unoccupied wards, additional allowances should 
be made to the administrative nursing staff 
(as is done in the case of the medical superinten- 
dents). The recommendation will not concern 
Jovee Green Hospital which is larger. 


Leicester Howlers 


WE have found in the Leicester Royal Infirmary 
Nurses’ League Journal an answer to a question 
we once asked—what ‘“ wild animals’ figured at 
the November bazaar for extending their home ? 
The Journal mentions two white mice and a goat. 
In this issue the Leicester School Scheme receives 
its due meed of notice, and there are three other 
articles of great general interest—on the Royal 
Infirmary’s Preliminary Training School, on its 
housekeeping course and on the work of a lady 
almoner. The “ P.T.S.” article is just a little 
outline of what awaits the new probationer, and 
concludes with some delightful howlers culled 
from recent examinations. The following, as Miss 
Whitsed says, are surely good enough for Punch : 
“The heart is a hallowed organ.’’ “ The large 
intestine is a piece of tubing 26 feet long and the 
small intestine lays (sic) inside it. (Comment: 
?advertisement for Dunlop’s or an A.A. Through- 
way)? ‘ Dried beans, peas, lentils, rice, nuts, 
eggs are all found in Vitamin B.”" May we end 
our appreciation of this jolly little paper by saying 
that we think Miss Vincent’s allusion to the recent 
General Nursing Council Election a little con- 
fusing. Her letter says, “* You, I hope, will have 
recorded your vote in favour of the one portal 
entrance to the State Register, with the retention 
of professional control of all examinations admit- 
ting to the State Register.’’ Surely all candidates 
for election were solid for the one portal entrance ? 


Optimism in the Bath 

Is there any more popular place in the house 
than the bathroom? Lying lapped to the neck 
in warm water, we think our best thoughts and 
recover our optimism. This sense of well-being 
must play its part in the efficacy of the experi- 
mental treatment now being carried out at the 
Cheyne Hospital for Children, Chelsea. Long- 
standing cases of chorea are treated by prolonged 
immersion in baths at skin temperature. Dr. 
Copeman describes in the British Medical Journal 
how the children are placed in the bath with air- 
rings round their necks to enable them to relax 


comfortably without fear of sinking below the 
surface. A bad case is given still further security 
by placing over the bath a canvas cover with a 
hole through which the child’s head emerges. 
The children lie soaking quite happily for a 
period of an hour to an hour and a half. At 
intervals the baths are partially re-filled (could 
not some system be adopted such as that in use 
at the Devon Mental Hospital, whereby a constant 
temperature for continuous baths is maintained ?) 
After the bath, the children rest in bed for an 
hour and then have light skin massage. The 
sedative effect of the treatment is noticeable 
after about one week, it is found that there is a 
slowing down of the pulse rate, and the number 
of eventual relapses is fewer than in those cases 
treated on orthodox lines. Sometimes slight 
cyanosis or diarrhcea occurs when immersion is 
begun, but it clears up eventually. Forty-four 
cases have been so treated, and Dr. Copeman in 
his article acknowledges Sister Traherne’s valuable 
co-operation in the experiment. 


St. Dunstan’s “‘ Baby ’”” 


Ir may surprise many to hear that the St. 
Dunstan's “ family " is now 7,000 strong. Thirty- 
three of these were recruited only last year. The 
sad fact is that the increase in numbers is due 
to the after effects of war injuries. The St. 
Dunstan’s “ Baby’ is only 32 years old, but it 
was just possible for him to be a real War veteran: 
he joined up the instant he became of “‘ regimental” 
age in the last vear of the war—and was blinded 
a fortnight later. ‘‘ But,’’ says the St. Dunstan’s 
report for last year, “‘ he has a wife and a young 
family and is working up a very successful practice 
as a masseur.”” We have in previous issues 
enlarged on the variety of arts, crafts, trades and 
professions by which St. Dunstaners support 
themselves; and they share to the full the feeling, 
so prevalent now, that it is “ more blessed ”’ to 
work than to play. One does feel glad to think 
that with the terrible handicap which they face 
so courageously they are spared the carping care 
of uncertainty, because they have the splendid 
association first set on foot by Sir Arthur Pearson 
behind them. But nothing can make up for loss 
of sight, and it is our responsibility to “ look 
towards ”’ St. Dunstan’s (remember the address :— 
Inner Circle, Regent’s Park, London, N.W.) 
and give help as and when we can. 


Calling the Tune 


HospPITALs will find themselves obliged to con- 
centrate on the question of better conditions in 
out-patient departments if they are to justify 
their claim to grants from the King Edward’s 
Hospital Fund for London, for this powerful 
body has set itself the task of solving the out- 
patient difficulty, and it must be remembered 
that he who pays the piper calls the tune. The 
exhaustive enquiry made by the Fund’s Out- 
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Editorial Notes— Contd. 


patient Committee has elicited a mass of informa- 
n which cannot be issued in report form until 
1as been further digested. This special report 
will probably appear in January, and in the mean- 
time the Committee will think out how best to 
mote the development of out-patient organiza- 
The Committee wishes to be satisfied as to 
vhether the present amount of waiting is inevitable, 
whether it is partly due to trving to treat 


itients who should receive attention elsewhere, 
to overcrowding from insufficient accommoda 
1, or to faulty procedures which could bi 


proved, and it suggests that all hospitals should 
study the experience of institutions which hav 
opted time-saving methods. <A _ special sid 
of the enquiry has been an examination of the 
ilities available for X-ray examination of 
ident « point recently brought to the 
ind’s notice 


A Feather in Their Caps 


PARTICIPATION in schemes for hospital improve 

ents is not confined to English hospital staffs 
It was a fine feather in the caps of the Roval 
Victoria Hospital nurses at Belfast that they 
succeeded in raising £500 for a bed in the new 
Maternity Hospital. Their prize giving and re- 
union took place this year on December 12 at th 
King Edward VII Hall, where Miss A. E. Musson, 
the matron, and Miss Montague received the many 


asses, a 


doctors, nurses and friends who attended. The 

edals and prizes were awarded by Mrs. Ferrar, 
who was described by Matron as one of the 
keenest members of the Board of Management 
and always interested in the staff's progress 


\lluding to the recent large outlay on stainless 
cutlery which had had to be made at the Roval 


Victoria Hospital, Miss Musson said that the 


purchase had the whole-hearted approval of every 





probationer in 
breathed sighs of relief had been heard :—‘ Isn’t 
that splendid?” ‘“ Nearly time!” “ At long 
last! ’’ Professor W. Thompson, who presided, 
gave an outline of the progress of nursing under 
the influence of Florence Nightingale, and paid 
tribute to the vital part played by the nursing 
profession in the march of science. An excellent 
dramatic sketch, “On the Road to Cork’”’, was 
given by members of the staff, and refreshments 
were handed round. (See illustration). 


the hospital, and many deep- 


True to its Name 


‘CoME with a goodwill or come not at all.”’ 
This is the motto of the Goodwill Club, and on 
Wednesday, December 14, at their Christmas 
party, one realised how they lived up to their 
motto. A wish-to perpetuate the pleasant 
friendships made at Miss Brandreth’s well-known 
holiday parties soon led to the formation of this 
helpful little club whose cosy quarters are at 
6, Basil Street, Knightsbridge. Here happy 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings are spent, and 
Miss Brandreth also arranges theatre parties and 
visits to places of interest on Saturdays during the 
season. Nurse-members, by the way, are warmly 
welcomed. About 120 members and_ friends 
attended the Christmas party, many in fancy 
dress so attractive that it was hard to select the 
prizewinners. An Early English Beauty and her 
Cavalier looked charming; most ingenious were a 
Paper-Boy and Remnants, and we loved the little 
Gnome. The choice fell on the Billiard Table and 
the Tramp. Competitions, dancing on an excel- 
lent floor to a good band, and a Pierrot enter- 
tainment by members contributed to a very jolly 
evening. We were not surprised that the members 
showed their affectionate appreciation of their 


club organiser, secretary and stage manager in 
a practical manner. 
6c 
We are 


Seven ?— 


weve other nurses 
page 1317) who wer 
ssful in the Royal 
Victoria Hospital Annual 
Class Examination, Belfast. 
Left to right: Misses Tear 
Todd, Robinson, Stirling, 
Bold, Knox and M’ Kay. 
(Topical Press 


bul there 
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What is Dirt ? 


(Reproduced by courtesy of the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Societies) 


GOOD definition of dirt is: “ Matter 
A out of place.”” Jam in a child’s mouth 

is food but on the child’s hair it is 
dirt. Hair on a milk-maid’s head is her glory; 
in the milk pail it is dirt. Microbes in a flower 
bed are not only harmless; they help the flowers 
to grow. But microbes under a child’s nails are 
dirt—sometimes very dangerous dirt. 

The next point of importance is the presence 
or absence of virulent germs in dirt. Most germs 
are more or less harmless. Between the quite 
harmless and the deadly germs there is every 
intermediate grade. We cannot at a glance 
tell one from the other. Even with the help of 
the microscope it is often difficult to distinguish 
among the different germs. Complicated 
laboratory tests may be necessary. These require 
time and money. So in practice it is simpler to 
follow general rules of cleanliness, which assure 
wholesale destruction of all germs, than to con- 
centrate the attack on the few that are most 
virulent.* 

‘“ Matter out of place may be nothing worse 
than jam, sticky but almost sterile, or it may be 
pus from a virulent abscess in a cow’s udder 
—death dealing to the person who drinks it. 
The varieties of dirt are infinite. So are the 
varieties of germs harboured by it. We should 
therefore lose ourselves in a maze of microbes 
were we to try to study each separately; much 
wiser to follow general principles of cleanliness 
and to apply them to every act of our daily lives. 

In almost everything we do we may be clean 
or dirty. In our personal lives, in our homes, 
on the farm and in municipal life we may be 
clean or dirty. Thousands of examples could be 
quoted. Here only four will be given, one each 
to illustrate personal cleanliness, cleanliness in 
the home, cleanliness on the farm and cleanliness 
in the town. 


Personal Dirt 


Page-licking.—A few generations ago we spat 
as unconcernedly as we cough now. Public 
opinion now brands promiscuous spitting as a 
dirty and dangerous habit. The man who still 
dares to spit in a public conveyance has an 
inferiority complex tacitly thrust on him by his 
disgusted fellow travellers. But public opinion 
has not yet been effectively mobilised against 
another dirty and dangerous habit—page-licking. 





* Dr. F. Smakal, Secretary General of the Czechoslovak 
Junior Red Cross, has recently published a profusely 


illustrated brochure on ‘“ The Fight against Dust in 
Schools.’” This work gives expression to the profound 


truth that reforms must come through the younger 
generation. 





We still see so-called cultured and educated persons 
licking pages while turning them over, blissfully 
unconscious of the enormity of their offence. 

Had they learnt to think bacteriologically 
they would know that there are live germs on 
every person’s tongue. These germs may be 
harmless to the tongue’s owner, but not to his 
neighbour. As a person licks a finger and then 
dabs it on a page, some of these germs are trans- 
ferred to it. Comes the next page-licking reader 
who picks up his predecessor’s germs and trans- 
fers them to his own tongue. And so this dirty 
game goes on. The much licked page becomes 
a market for the exchange of germs. So does the 
much-licked pencil. 


Dirt in the Home 

The roller towel—We flatly refuse to share 
each others’ tooth brushes, we believe in the 
private ownership of pocket handkerchiefs, and 
we hesitate before we borrow or lend our hair 
brushes. So far we may claim to be civilised. 
But in sharing the roller towel indiscriminately 
with all the other members of the household we 
are dirtier than the most primitive barbarians. 
Yet in our so-called civilized age the roller 
towel is ubiquitous. This is so because we have 
not yet learnt to think bacteriologically. 

What happens ? Some youngster with grubby, 
germ-laden paws washes them hurriedly and 
inadequately in water, completing the process 
by rubbing dirty soap and water off on the roller 
towel. Presently another pair of grubby hands 
is hastily washed; a new crop of germs is spread 
out on the towel, and some of those that were 
there before are carried off unconsciously by the 
newcomer. And so the process continues. The 
roller towel becomes a germ market where all the 
members of the household swap germs. Most of * 
them, it is true, may be quite harmless. But if 
one out of a million is dangerous and does indeed 
provoke disease, there is little consolation in the 
reflection that 999,999 out of every million 
germs about us are harmless. Every person his 
or her own towel, if you please ! 


Dirt on the Farm 

The Dirty Well.—A single farmer may hold the 
lives of thousands in the hollow of his hand. A 
crazy exaggeration ? Not at all. A weil to which 
surface water has access may become infected with 
typhoid germs. This infected water is used to 
wash the vessels in which milk is stored. The 
milk thus becomes infected, and if it is mixed with 
milk from other farms, this milk in its turn becomes 
infected, and so typhoid germs may be carried 
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What is Dirt ?>— Contd 
into countless homes in a far distant town \n 
outbreak of tvphoid follows because the farmer 


] 


had never learnt to think bacteriologicall, 
Dirt in the Town 

lx} ff f In many shops food 
is exposed for sale without any adequate pro 
tection from the flies and dust. It is bad enough 


/ 
] 
I 


with meat, the outer surface of which 1s, after 
all, sterilised by cooking But what of other 
articles of food, such as fruits, which are eaten 
raw The fly which has come from a heap ot 


manure heavily infected with germs may carry 
some of them on its feet to a plum and leave some 
of them on it. Comes a child and eats plum and 
germs Had the vendor of this plum learnt to 


think bacteriologically, he would have taken the 
necessary precaution and this child would not 
have died. 
Securely Clean 

Everyone learns the elements of arithmetic 
as a child, having need of them daily... But few 
children learn the elements of bacteriology though 
they have need of them hourly. The four examples 
just given might be multiplied indefinitely. In 
practically all we do it is possible to be dangerously 
dirty if we are ignorant of the elements of 
bacteriology, or securely clean if we have mastered 
them. They are easily mastered. And, once 
mastered, we can not only answer the question 
heading this paper, but we can also apply our 
knowledge to the countless acts which constitute 
our daily lives. 


Medical Notes 


Jazz and Malnutrition 


Referring to malnutrition amongst Hebburn 
school children, Dr. E. E. Norman, M.O.H., 
notes that this condition is associated with 
anemia, langour and very often a septic condition 
of the jaws, with numerous carious teeth and 
very often enlargement of the cervical or sub 
maxillary glands. He continues: “ The causes 
of the condition are not always easy to determine 
Chere is no reason to suppose that many children 
are underfed so far as quantity and number of 
meals is concerned, but it ma\ he doubted 
whether the food given is always of a suitable 
nature, In my own opinion by far the most 
important predisposing cause of malnutrition is 
insufficient sleep, from which our children suffer 
considerably, especially since the introduction of 
daylight saving, and recently greatly augmented 
by the jazz band craze. There is much to be said 
on behalf of the |aZZ band. It provides open-air 
entertainment, a certain element of discipline is 
enforced, together with the opportunity of 


making a noise, But the children are kept out 
far too late at night, till 10 or 11 o'clock, and 
even later than that.”—‘* The Medical Officer.” 


Tuberculosis of Larynx 


I wish to indicate a cause of what patients call 
“pain,’’ relief from which is anxiously desired. 
In reality it is a painful “ burning ”’ stiffness of 
the pharynx caused by the drying and inspissation 
of mucus on the back wall, and is experienced 
chiefly on waking. Patients have frequently 
described the discomfort as severe pain, and have 
been delighted to have it removed bv gargling 
with a little bicarbonate of soda in water, warm 
if possible, otherwise cold. Such a solution can 
be put into a thermos flask at night so as to be 
ready for use when the patient wakes up. I am 





sure that this condition is overlooked while deeper- 
lying sources of pain are being sought for. It 
seems a trifling method of treatment, but it gives 
great relief and is, of course, available to any 
practitioner if he only keeps the condition in 
mind and looks for it.—‘‘ The Treatment of Laryn- 
geal Tuberculosis. Two Practital Points.”” By 
Sir James Dundas-Grant, K.B.E., M.D. Edin., 
F.R.C.S. Eng. ‘‘The Lancet’. 


Leeches Long Ago 

Among the early entries [at the Sheffield Royal 
Hospital] is a record of the payments made to 
the leech-women, and it is really astonishing to 
consider the number of leeches used in the 
Dispensary. In the course of one year it would 
seem to have been somewhere about 3,500. 
Apparently the women applying them were 
paid for their services and provided the leeches 
free. One leech-woman applied on an average 
ten leeches every day, and since as a general 
rule she had to attend the homes of the patients, 
the rate of remuneration at the rate of $d. per 
leech does not seem to have given a large margin 
of profit.—‘‘ The Hospital.” 


Beware ! 

In dealing with accidents which come under 
the heading of fire, Mrs, Hilliard said many of 
the most terrible accidents which happen to 
children could be prevented by early teaching 
and training. If a child is made to realise that 
fire is a painful thing he will no longer want to 
play with it, Serious fires sometimes result from 
so trivial a matter as wrapping paper round a 
loose candle to make it firm in the candle-stick. 
Oil lamps are always a danger, and should either 
he suspended or placed on a large table whicl 
cannot be overturned. Slot gas-meters need 
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special care. When the gas goes out care should with an open or a gas fire. Flannelette, cotton 
wool and artificial silk catch fire and flare up 
readily, Celluloid, which is used for so many 
, ' toys, is highly inflammable and may catch fire 
escape of gas may occur and lead to an explosion, a oti ge pate: ‘ eee 
: SS ee ee ’ ; through the sun’s rays passing through thickened 
Electric lighting is the cause of many fires. In glass, A factory was burnt down through the 
the old days wooden cases were allowed, which | sun’s rays concentrating on celluloid. Benzine 
probably accounts for some of the disastrous and petrol have been the cause of many terrible 
fires in old mansions. The fuse wire is the accidents. Cleaning with benzine should never 
safety valve, but must be correctly installed to be be carried out near a light, vet accidents have 
efficient, Certain materials are highly inflam occurred through people smoking while using it! 
mable and should be avoided, or special care “The Vote.” Mrs. Hilliard speaking at a 
taken to see that they do not come in contact meeting of the Women’s Freedom League. 


Women: Their Value in Public Health Work 


Points from speeches at the Session held by the I’omen Public Health Officers’ Association at the recent Public 
Health ¢ ongress in London 


be taken to see that a// taps are turned off, other- 


wise when money is put into the slot a serious 





president of the Association, in the chair, said schemes, the more the lot of the working class woman 
that the condition of elementary school children would benefit, since the housewife was the great influence 
in the early daysof her work, when “ public health’’ was in public health. Women knew best how to help lighten 
still in its infancy, was deplorable. Her love of the the housewife’s task, and were capable of attending to 
hildren often led her to invite some of them to her own such details as installing deep sinks with good lighting 


M GERTRUDE TUCKWELL, C.H., J.P., vice The more women were enrolled in all local government 


home, with the unpleasant consequence that many in the new Council houses 
uninvited visitors were all too frequently left behind ! t- 

Miss Sayle, M.B.E., M.A. (chairman of the Association) Shorter Training Suggested 
said that a clean child was so much the exception in those \ one-time health visitor, now the mother of grown- 
days that he was conspicuous and ill at ease as a result. up daughters, pleaded for a_ shorter training for 


hanks largely to the efforts of women in the field of health visitors, as schools were turning out girls 
Public Health, the reverse was the rule to-day and it was anxious to do the work; but now-a-days many parents 


the dirty child who was looked upon askance were not in a position to afford the six-and-a-half years’ 

Chere were 2,680 health visitors and 1,448 school nurses _ training which she reckoned it took to gain a general, 
working in England and Wales last year, whilst women midwifery and Health Visitor's Certificate. Her hope— 
sanitary inspectors, tuberculosis visitors and municipal but hardly that of the College of Nursing—was for the 
midwives probably numbered less than 200. The value Ministry of Health to recognise a three years’ course for 
of the work of health visitors could be measured by the _ health visiting only. She realised the need for missionary 
hanged attitude of the mothers towards them work in public and secondary girls’ schools to encourage 


But although the infant mortality rate had dropped _ the right class of girl to train for this profession. 


from 150 per 1,000 at the beginning of the century to . a 
60 per 1,000 in 1930 there had been no drop in the maternal Incorporate the Midwife 
mortality rate. Many reasons were brought forward to Miss Elsie Hall urged the meeting to consider how the 


account for this black spot in the Public Health Service. midwife could be better incorporated in the Public Health 
For one thing husbands often seemed disinclined to let service. 
their wives go to maternity homes. Could it be for fear Those who had practised midwifery knew only too well 
they (the husbands) might be inconvenienced thereby ? the difficulties confronting the old stagers, let alone the 
Another reason which called for careful consideration pewly fledged—the long and uncertain hours, the dis- 
was the lack of co-operation between the health visitors turbed nights, the listening for the bell that might or 
and doctors at the ante-natal clinics and the midwives. might not ring, the fear of having to send for medical aid 
Midwives had a very definite and important part to play and then finding that no doctor was available, the added 
in all public health schemes. They had also to make a responsibility that attended a forceps delivery on the 
living, and it was only fair to compensate the independent district, the isolation and loneliness of the midwife who 
midwife if her cases were advised to enter a home or worked on her own, with consequent lack of recreation 


hospital. and isolation from friends, the difficulty of collecting the 

Co-operating with the Midwife hard earned Sees, whic h often entailed numerous visits in 

scanty leisure hours and, should she at last resort to a 

At Woolwich the health authorities were enlightened summons, the loss of time and perhaps deliveries in 

enough to make friends with all midwives, encouraging attending the county court, to say nothing of the possible 

them to send patients for ante-natal examination and care loss of popularity in the district on whi h the practice 

If it was impossible for the midwife to attend with the depended 

patient, a written opinion was sent to her and half fees Backing the Youngsters 


paid for every case which, having been referred by her to 


the clinic, was sent on to hospital by the clinic doctor The youngsters need backing and the midwife must 


Attention was drawn to the fact that many deathsin be taken care of,” said Miss Hall. Surely it should be 
hildbirth were not directly due to labour, though preg possible to relieve these solitary souls for proper off-duty 
nancy and labour might have aggravated the cause. It time without damaging their prestige or earnings! 
was necessary to have healthy women before pregnancy So many nurses, having taken their C.M B. certificate as 
started. As puerperal sepsis often occurred in cases an additional qualification, might be capable and willing 


to come to the aid of their colleagues 

To secure reforms which would enhance the value of 
the work the midwife’s status should be improved. 
On her skill and goodwill largely depended the subsequent 
results of all public health workers. 


suffering from other diseases, no appreciable lowering of 
the maternal mortality rate could be hoped for as long as 
such women continued to bear children \ strong plea 
was put forward for some authority to try to prevent 
women who were unfit for maternity from taking such risks. 
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Christmas 


Eve 


first Christm 


the great Lan- 


I had supposed 


obationer in 





ire hospital 


every moment was filled with work 
ectures, 1n gol to bed and get 
g ul is it seemed, when my head 





ly just touched the pillow, in 











off when all | wanted was to 
under an eiderdown and rest 
But we found time for the Christ- 
s decorations. We seemed to move 
more briskly, our minds to be more on 
ilert rhe spirit of Christmas 

s the wards : 
njoved helping in the decor 
yt Carter the women’s 
ward. Under stirring leaders 
W done wonders, and the ward 
Was converted into a scene from the 
Arabian Nights Sister had looked 
rather doubtfully at the pagodas and 
he dragons wl had been cut out of 
oured paper and mounted on 
en s over each bed She would 
have preferred robins and snowballs 
to a cave of Aladdin; but in the end 
the senior dresser had brought her 
round to his way of thinking that the 


background was just right for himself 
ind his assistants who were to get up 
lighted lanterns 


the real success 


arry 


is Chinese and « 
however 
\nnexe 

Have you seen 


This yea 
was our Children’s 
about it 


Evervone 


lear ¥ 
was talking 


the new dolls’ house with electri 

ights in it they asked rhe tree 

reached to the ceiling and every branch 

elittered with lovely things At the 
op was an angel with white wings 

People had been very generous 

mngst the gifts was a picture, a copy 

f an old one, of Mary with the Christ 

ild asleep in her la She was bend 

g over tl ttle one, watching Him 
Oo ° 


























Al) 

\ 
with quiet attention. Her face was 
beautiful but sad. Around her were 


young angels waiting for their play- 


fellow to wake and join them One 
had brought a rose, another three 
cherries on a stem. Yet another had 
a string of coral beads, and the 


which he held tightly 
in his chubby fist. We had hung the 
picture over an empty cot in the 
Annexe, but that day they sent up a 
child from “‘ Casualty ’’ who had been 
brought in after a street nt—a 
little fellow with curly hair and dark 
eyelashes that rested on his pale « 
He was put in the empty cot a 


youngest a robin 


] 
accidae 








eeks 





doctors were a long time examining 
him; Matron had come in, too. How- 
ever, they did not seem to think he was 


i serious ¢ and were glad he 
would stay in for Christmas to enjoy 
his share of things from the 
Christmas tree 

I was about to undress in my room 
when I remembered that I had left 
my and needle-case in the 
women’s ward. I had lent them to a 
patient who helped me to stitch the 
dragons on to the Chinese flags I 
was half asleep as I stood, but I thought 
[ would venture back for my belong- 
ings rhings have a knack of going 
astray and getting lost just when they 
are most wanted 

I went quickly downstairs and along 
the corridor past the Annexe. I could 
through it and the little 
passage to the main ward; it was not 


ase we 


gor a 


scissors 


across 


go 


the usual way to “Carter,” but I 
might escape observation. I opened 
the door softly and went in How 
tranquil it looked! There were two 
or three extension cases, and one of 


the children had been operated on that 
morning and was murmuring in his 





sleep. The night staff nurse was at her 
table sewing T bandages by the lght 
fe) 
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of a shaded lamp, and I thought how 
sweet and young she looked as, with 
a kind smile, she gave me permission 
to pass through 

Near the big Christmas tree was the 
cot over which we had_ kung the 





picture, and sitti was 





drawn round 
e her profile 


nto a knot at 


a woman with a s 
her shoulders. I co 








the back of her hea for she had 1 
hat on. She was looking at the child 
who lay very white and still. 1 passed 
on into “ Carter ind that my 
patient had put the k and 
scissors ready for m«¢ I yp of her 
locker | led s I sto « ove! 
her and whispered ‘* Christmas Eve 
In the passage outside I met Night 
iste! 

What are you « e here, Nurse 

| left mv sewing things behind 
iste I asked leave t tch the 
Is it ight 

Well, now you are here, you might 
just do a little errand fo é ( you 
leave this note in the night porter’s 
lodge as you go by She bega 


feeling for it in her apron bib 
t 
Encouraged by her manner, I aske 


timidly Is the little boy in the 
Annexe on the danger list, Sister 
Sister stared No, child No 





danger list permits have been issued 
to-night. Why 
i thought as his mother is 
sitting beside him 
Sister hastily ste pped to the door of 
the Annexe No one Is sitting beside 
him. You're dreaming, nurse. Hurry 
off to bed; you look ready to drop olf 
at any moment It was indeed true 
1 hardly remember going to my room 


and falling into a dreamless sleep 
But next morning something was 
wrong. I peeped into the Children’s 


Annexe as I passed ind round the bed 


eZ _ © 2 . \ 
at which I had seen the woman the 
night before was a screen; the child 
had died in his sleep 
I saw him afterwards, looking like 
i wax angel His relatives were a 
long way off in Scotland His fathe1 
was in South Africa and his mother 
had died a year ago He had come 
to stay with an aunt ina small manu- 
facturing town twenty miles away 
ind none of his people were with him 
whet I ied No one | remer 
bered the woman I had seen at his 
bedside ind I wondered 
Ti] al perie) 1 tru } 
It j ipp 7 » i? / 7) 7 tj 
t} n t/ rv ha } y ra 
j ve oy sil 
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A Legend 
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Musil 
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Christ-child, 
Cschaikovsky 


1e little Jesus once 


together in 


nd filled their 


Oh Christ-child 


hine 


own Self no 


» rose-bush was 


from its thorny 


cried one or | 
liowers are telt 
stripped bare but 
stems the remorset 
crown, that the little 
take part in thei 
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Midnight Mass in Alassio 


dhe 


Owl 


midnight 
ill 
heads, th 

Present 
from the 


at 


the vill 


ly 


ilt 


t Bethlehen 


I 
en t 


Italy hold 


Eve 


1 celebration of midnight 
but in this little Italian 

takes place lowards 
people assemble from 
d—the women with shawls on their 
lark skins tanned by much sun. 
priests and choristers go in procession 
the créche where the whole scene 
in miniature, from the setting 





j 
the 


out of the Wise ir arrival at the manger where 
they find the Holy Babe Then, still chanting their 
Christmas hymn, the procession returns to the altar 

Just before the clock strikes the hour a priest walks 
lown the aisle to the west door, followed by the beadle 
with white gloves and staff At the west door he meets 


a shepherd from the mountains in his old worn coat of 


grey blue « 
fraid 
¥ picture 
wh n t 
ihere t 
} 
Tile 
\ 
+} 
Ti 
| } 


loth and 


soft olc 


1 hat In his arms, quiet and 
white lamb, and together this strange 





make their way to the altar steps 
with hundreds of candles 
priest of Alassio meets them, and the 
before him, gives the little lamb into 
st moves iway with his burden and 
her priest, who takes it aside 
1d congregation chant the 
‘ » up to receive 
\ pturned and reverent faces 
i kneel in the shadows of th 
i living Rembrandt 
s are blessed for the New Year 
i it OI ind the little lamb 1: 
I Vv and peacetul Ife to the end 
M.H.T. 


My Thrilling Christmas 





Present 





. this tin \ g and receiving one's mind goes 
A back to presents that have caused surprise o1 
pleasure because of their unexpectedness or their 
rm rhe pre it that gave me the biggest thrill and 
t greatest pleasure came to me in the following way 
We were stayil at a place on the south coast It was 
still the month of November and mild, so that with happy 
summer days still our minds it was somewhat of a 
shock to hear s s of Good King Wenceslas sud- 
‘ Vv tilling the 
Good heave | singers already, and I haven't 
en begun to tl Christmas presents It's really 
» absurd 
Good King Ws is pl eeded down the street at 
ra irdly in ke th his dignity But no sooner 
le verse 1 than it would be brought to an 
t | gers did not appear to bi 
h « ‘ i r neighbourhood 
! tell them to stop that 
N singers ith peal t 
i Ss WI \ u } \ 
c s on presents for the 
Besides, what is the g¢ of 
‘ in honest 
\\ I vith the bi 
‘ ling 1 “ones 
that Ne ber was rathe1 
cy ¢ wa sign of irost « 
s ib 1 that the best 
| ging the week before Christmas 
\r \ 
I 1 seemed to be inhabited by carol 
r we hi them round two or three times a 
rat lea weeks before Christmas, and even 


I got rather tired of Good King Wenceslas looking out 
as often as that 

One evening a new 
doorstep; no, it wasn’t 


tune was struck up on our 
Nowell, Nowell,”’ nor ‘‘ Christians 
Awake It was something quite unhackneyed in 
Christmas carols—‘‘ Came a Babe to Bethlehem, long 
long ago.’ Feeling rather surprised, and grateful for the 
innovation, I went out with a few pennies for the young- 
and told them how nicely they were singing it. 
Poor mites, they were almost in tune and they looked so 


sters 


pleased with themselves. Then, to my great surprise, 
a parcel was held out to me 

‘What's this ?”’ I asked 

“It’s for you, miss; open it and see.’’ I did so and 


found a very decorative box of notepaper inside 

“Did you want me to buy this ?’’ I asked, but they 
vigorously shook their heads, chorussing eagerly 

“It’s a present for you, miss, because you were kind 
to us and told us to come back nearer Christmas; we 
learned a new carol for you, too, because we'd already 


done ‘ Good King Wenceslas Would you like to hear 
it again ?”’ 
Yes, indeed I should,’”’ I hastened to assure them, 


as it gave me an excuse to add to the very small sum I 
had already given them So they went through it again 
at breakneck thin little voices apparently 
vving with each other in an effort to be the first to finish, 
I have present that gave me the 
ill box of notepaper 


speed, their 


had another 
ind pleasure of that 


never 


thr 


COLLEGE MEMBER 19487 
A Premonition 
WAS feeling very much run down, and wishing 


when I saw my companions stuffing their boxes with 


Christmas gifts to take home, that J had a home 
vhere I could go and have a real rest It seemed even 
too much trouble to make any enquiries about one of 


those places where a nurse 
Most opportune, therefore 


can have a cheap holiday 
was a letter which I found on 


my plate one morning, asking me if I would like to 
occupy a friend’s flat while she was away touring in 


Scotland. Of course I joyfully put my things together 
and arrived a few days later 

rhe flat in a neighbourhood about twenty miles 
from London. It was in a block surrounded by a beau- 
tiful garden, was on the second floor and had a balcony. 
rhe weather if cold was bright and sunny, and though 
it was December late in bloom 

My friend was not leaving until the evening, so we had 
a real good talk Suddenly she said Before I forget 
perhaps I didn’t mention that you will be alone in the 


was 


some roses were still 


block Most of the tenants are connected with the 
colleges and they all take their holidays at the same 
time I hope you aren't nervous ?"’ I did not like the 
idea—no one would who was used to living with a 
crowd However, after a moment's silence I said with 
tolerable calmness [ expect L’ll be all right No one 


ill trouble me, so don’t worry 





L saw my friend off, put away my things, had a hot 
k and turned int bed, thinking drowsily How 

vy ot people to be nervous 
It was a very restful life—just what I wanted. I was 
juite as ready for bed on the second night and was 


‘ginning to undress when it suddenly occurred to me, 

Is that front door safe It had a Yale lock, I knew, 
ind fastened itself when Only my key could open 
it However, I put on my dressing gown, went out 
shook the door vigorously It was quite secure 
I went back my lressing Was it 
I simply could not get that door out of my mind. I 


shut 


and to ul sale 


threw back the bedclothes, wrapped my warm dressing 
gown about me and issued forth once more And | 
must confess that although there seemed no _ reason 
to do so I examined the door yet a third time. But 


as I switched off the light and cuddled down warmly 
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the words still sounded in my ears, just as if someone 
were saying them, “ The door ts not safe 

Scolding myself a little I rose with a sigh, dragged out 
a deck chair and wedged it between the front door and 
the wall. Now my mind was at rest and I was asleep 
in no time 

Some time during the night I was awakened by a 
dreadful noise. One sleeps heavily when frost is in the 
air, and as I rolled over and blinked into the darkness 
of the room my dreamy thought was Too bad the next 
door people should be so noisy forgetting that there 
weve no people next door 


Next morning after my bath and a nice, leisurely 
toilet I went to the door to fetch in the milk for my 
coffee. The deck chair, lying on its side, gave silent 
evidence that the cause of the noise was not far to seek 
Someone had been trying to get in I removed the chair 


which had slipped down and wedged itself more firmly 
than ever, and fell to wondering who had a duplicate 
key Still wondering, I opened the door, picked up the 
milk bottle—and saw my own key sticking out of the 
lock 


What a mercy my subconscious mind had warned me of 


danger! I said a little prayer of gratitude on the spot 
but you can imagine that the motto ‘ God helps thos« 
who help themselves "’ was in my mind, and that | 


never forgot after this to make sure each night at bed 


time that my key was in its proper place in my purse 
But nothing more happened to spoil what turned out to be 
just the sort of holiday that I wanted; indeed I was more 
than lucky, for the Vicar and his wife, hearing that there 
was one solitary being in the Malpas Road flats, came and 
called, swept me into parish celebrations, and invited 
me to join their cheery family of boys and girls for dinner 
on Christmas Day A.B 


The Star Turn 


L was going to be a real afternoon's treat, we hoped 


for as many convalescent soldiers as we could 


squeeze in “We” meant my four V.A.D. friends 
and myself ; we had been cast for various parts at the 
concert and were learning our “lines” at all hours and 


in all manner of places 

The house was old and rambling, and when we had 
turned out the largest room on the ground floor we found 
there was plenty of space for forty people. In addition 
we invited some nurses from a neighbouring hospital 
and the nurse in attendance on a middle-aged lady, 
slightly mental and depressed, who was a distant relative 
of my friend and inhabited the upper floor of the house 
This nurse’s deputy for the afternoon was to be a generally 
useful woman who often came to give a hand in any way 
necessary. 

Cook, good soul, undertook all the refreshments, and 
along with two maids she also promised to help in serving 
them 

Three o'clock chimed out, and almost immediately the 
door bell rang. Our guests had arrived. Whata pathetic 
sight—the halt, maimed and blind, helped along by nurses 
or each other. We had arranged that all should hav: 
a good cup of tea as soon as they were comfortably seated 
this started the afternoon with a swing, and everything 
proceeded gaily We were thrilled with the success of 
our little one-act play, and the song and recitation that 
followed were very well received too 

The next item was to have been given by the dansetuse, 
and the audience began clapping vigorously in antici- 
pation of her entry. But where was she? Why 
didn’t she come We were seized with a horrible panic 
Luckily this heart-thumping, eternal interval was filled 
by one of the nurses, who was able to play anything and 
everything by ear, and she proceeded to rattle out songs 
with rollicking choruses, admirably suited to the com- 
pany’s taste. She had just finished one when, to our 
horror and amazement, who should sail up the room to 
the piano but the lady patient! Nurse wisely retired 


and Miss M. sat down and accompanied herself in a comic 
song 


fo say that she brought down the house is to put 


it mildly. We were spellbound and there is no doubt 
whatever that she was the “ star turn ”’ of the afternoon’s 
performance. She gave some encores too, and finally 
sailed out as graciously as she had sailed in At the back 
of the room might be seen her poor, anxious nurse, ready 
to receive her and offer explanations It appeared that 
after the choruses, and just as the dai Was coming on, 
nurse heard a scuffle upstairs, and flying to the scene was 
quite unable to deter Miss M. from joining the party 

lhe rest is quickly told The entire company gave us 
three hearty cheers, and we cheered them in turn for 
braving the elements and making light of their many 
complaints to come to our show d 

It was the first of many Our guests had no idea that 
the humorous " lady was a mental patient ; and when 


we discovered that Miss M. had a distinct flair for enter- 
taining, and had been learning her up-to-date songs from 
the gramophone I had given her at Christmas, we decided 
(to her, and now to our own, delight) to include her name 
in the tortnightly concert programme 

rhe plan worked splendidly In helping others Miss M. 
prescribed her own best medicine, for in quite a short 
time she was pronounced by our doctor to have made a 
complete recovery 

I-X-MENTAL NURSE 


To Freshen an Invalid’s Room 


N the more inclement months of the vear there is 

I sometimes a bitter outcry from the old and opinionat- 

ed patient that far too often in the day her windows 

are flung wide to give the room a special airing. Neverthe- 
less something must be done to help the situation, 

Have vou ever tried burning a little tea on a hot shovel 
and waving it round an invalid’s bed? It has a very 
refreshing effect on the senses, almost as delightful as 
burning dried lavender stalks, flowers, or leaves Both 
these operations should be done to windward of the bed, 
so that whatever current of air there may be from door 
to fireplace may Carry drifts of the scented smoke across 
the patient 

Then an orange, especially a tangerine, stuck with 
cloves like a native’s war club and dried in a cool oven, 
is pleasanter to sniff than nose-stinging salts. Our 
ancestors knew this well, for the dandies of old carried 
one in the silver box at the head of their long sticks, and 
their ladies in panniers and quilted satins dangled their 
silver ‘‘ pomanders "’ from a slender wrist 

Dried orange peel or lemon can also be burnt in a room 
like lavender. By the by, both peels and lavender need 
to be burnt in deep cooking tins, for the latter feathers 
into ash very quickly, and may float off unless caught 
by the tin’s sides, and the peels splutter and crackle as 
they burn. 

Cedar shavings also are useful, and odd bits of pencil 
might be saved for this purpose. Ground coffee would 
waft a delightful incense to all cut off from their morning 
cups but it Is too pungent for most tea drinkers 

Pine cones, particularly the green ones, tufts of the 
pine needles, and bits of boughs exuding resin are also 
most refreshing when fired out in the middle of the room. 
It is little use, however, throwing them on a fire, for most 
of the glorious fresh odour is drawn quickly up the 
chimney—pure waste as far as perfume is concerned but 
very pretty to look at as the twigs writhe and sparkle 
in the flame 


J.P 


15th Century Carol 


He came al so stil 

There His mother was, 
As dew in April 

That falleth on the grass 
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Correspondence 


Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any subject of interest to nurses to :—The Editor, 
‘‘ The Nursing Times,’’ c.o. Messrs. Macmillan, St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C.z. 


Compulsory Fireguards 
You Answer t Enquiry with regard to 
sory fireguards in the correspondence column of The 


September 17, recalls an experience of 


\ Tin 


com- 





g Was acting as infant life protection 
Visitor in a town not far from London. On one occasion 
found a toddler of about two and a half years alone in 
cottage, and though a huge fire was burning there 

; no protection of any kind, not even a fender 
I waited till the foster mother arrived from the nearest 


probably sent for by the neighbour, and 
I pointed out to her the danger and advised her to get a 
ird She at length promised to get saving 
er daughter-in-law | she could lend het 
\ few days later I called and found the child alone i 


one 


had one 


t hous There was the fireguard i high thing 
extending ibout i foot bevond the fireplace at either 
ly the fireguard, seated in a high chair, was 
1 Af elette wrap had fallen from its shoulders 

| s lving near the red-hot ashes 
\fter placing the child in safety, I sent a neighbour 
r the foster mother and tried to explain to her the 
proper use of a fireguard. She was inclined to be abusive 
first and said Chere ain't no pleasing some people,” 
but finally promised to be more careful, and we parted 

quite good triends 

| itter was reported to the Board of Guardians, 
\ pheld my action, and I was under the impression 
reguards ve compulsory at that time. Of course 


that may have applied only to boarded out children under 
Protection Act 


ISABEL CALLAWAY, South Africa, 
(Ex-Oueen’'s Nurse 


Glasgow Again 





It was with pleasure that I read “ M.B.P’s” letter 
irsing Times of November 19. She has stated 

cts very explicitly and very much to the point, 

I fully agree with everything she says. I could 
say a great deal more on the subject, having gone into 
h letails of Smoilett’s Travels, etc., but think it 


lecessary, as “ M.B.P.” has dealt with it so ably 
| sider that Dr. Rolleston should exercise a certain 
in t of caution in future before making such 
Sf Tl Ss 
m sorry that it will be some time before my letter 
ippea wing my being so far away. 


1S. 
Toronto, Canada 
General Nursing Council Election 

May 


I through your paper thank everyone very 
sincerely who voted for me in the recent General 
Nursing Council Election for the honour they con- 
ferred on me by doing so. I feel it a great responsi- 
bility and will do my best to prove worthy of their 


E. S. INNEs, 
ndent 


General Infirmary, Leeds 


N ne likes to be beaten at an 


ption—but to have some 


ady Superint 


election and | am 
compensation helps to 
7,000 votes, without one 
g by oneself or others, 


enent ' canvassin 


and with no powerful organisation supporting one, 
surely denotes the spontaneous goodwill and sympathy 
of nearly 7,000 nurses ? This should be compensation 
enough. 

I should like to thank sincerely those who have thus 
placed their confidence in me, and to assure them that 
it will spur me on to even greater efforts on their 
behalf 

GERALDINE BREMNER. 
In charge of Health and Welfare 
of Staff, Imperial Chemical House 


May I thank all those who gave me their support in 
the recent General Nursing Council Election? I feel 
very honoured to have been returned, and I earnestly 
hope that I may prove worthy of the confidence placed 
in me 

MARY JONEs, 
Matron, Liverpool Royal Infirmary 


As you were good enough to publish my Election 
letter perhaps you would also allow me the courtesy of 
your columns for this further short note 

I should like to thank all the State-registered nurses 
who voted for me in the election to the General Nursing 
Council and to assure them that I shall keep before me 
the interests of nursing and nurses to the best of my 
knowledge and ability in doing this work. 

HELEN Dey, 
and Superintendent of Nursing, 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 


Matron 


As one who has been and still is intensely interested in 
that part of nursing which used to be called ‘“‘ Poor Law,” 
I would like to say that I feel, and am sure many others 
do the same, deeply grieved that this branch of our 
profession has no representative on the newly elected 
General Nursing Council 

ELEANOR C. BARTON. 


From a Grateful Patient 


I was delighted to hear that you are having a special 
issue for private nurses and feel it an opportunity to 
express personal gratitude for the services of a number 
of splendid women who, from time to time, have nursed 
members of my family 

Only those who have had anxious and acute sickness 
at home can realise the profound feeling of relief when 
the nurse arrives. Here is someone with expert know- 
ledge who has shouldered the responsibility for carrying 
out skilfully the doctor’s treatment. So great is the 
relief—and invariably so charming the nurse—that 
exploitation of her services promptly takes place. 

How often we have said ‘* Nurse is here, so I can go 
out,” or “‘ Nurse says she will stay on a little longer,”’ 
or ‘‘Nurse will get up in the night if you ring the bell’’— 
all of us so relieved to feel that we can lean on the trained 
nurse 

But great as is my admiration I would like to make 
one criticism: what a creaking noise her starched clothes 
make just as the patient has’ fallen off to sleep ! 

‘ GRATEFUI 


letters unavoidably held ove 


Good Wishes and a Reminder 


The Matron-in-Chief, O.A.I.M.N.S., wishes all members 
of Q.A.I.M.N.S. Permanent Reserve a very happy 
Christmas and all success and good fortune in the coming 
year. She would also like to remind them that all annual 
reports should be sent in during the month of January. 


(4d number of 
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ng Durban's Municipal Health Week 


Running a Propaganda Stall 


© you want to know how to run a public health 
propaganda stall ? Here are three methods, all 
them excellent 


A South African Stall 


The first (with its accompanying illustration) comes 
from our fellow College member in Natal, Miss 
Lazarus, who never fails to keep us informed of 
interesting happenings within the Durban District 
Nursing Association 

This year Durban’s Municipal Health Week gave 


demonstrations and displays by public welfare 
organisations, and the instructive films and lectures 
included matter exceedingly germane to a hot climate 

methods of destroying vermin and of warding off 
malaria. As to the District Nursing Association, its 
stall portrayed the progress in nursing which had taken 
place between 1860 and 1932. 

To the left was Mrs. Gamp—complete with “ cow- 


cumber.” The refreshment to which she was to put her 
lips when “so dispoged” stood on a dark stuff table- 
cloth; the light fell full upon the eyes of her patient 
who, poor creature, occupied a four-post feather bed 
draped in heavy tapestry. As regards this exhibit, the 
lesson in one instance failed of its object, for an 
elderly and quite toothless lady, speaking only 
\frikaans, went into raptures about its beauty and 
comfort, and could hardly be induced to make way 
for other spectators ! 

The 1932 side of the stall was a pleasing contrast 
An immaculate district nurse, wearing the King Edward 
ribbon on her panama hat, presided over her dressings 
at the bedside of a well-tended patient. A large figure 
of Florence Nightingale dominated the entire stall, 
connecting two streamers, a black one leading from 
Mrs. Gamp’s room inscribed “ Dirt, Ignorance and 
Intemperance,” and a white one with the words 
“Cleanliness, Training, Efficiency” ending in the 
modern district nurse’s room. The white streamer was 
lit up by Miss Nightingale’s flaming torch (with a 
genuine electric light, coloured red). On each side, a 
little in front of the central Miss Nightingale, were 
figures of two other women prominent in nursing 
history—a plaster statuette of Phaebe of Cenchrea, a 
very pioneer district nurse (A.D. 60), and a doll repre- 
senting Elizabeth Fry, a district nurse pioneer of Miss 
Nightingale’s time 

The Durban district nurse, equipped for bad weather 


in coat and storm cap, became subsequently the subject 
of a guessing competition (as regarded her Christian 
name), and thus was a usetul factor in contributing 
to the expenses of the stall. By way of being thoroughly 
up-to-date, there was a miniature “ Baby Austin” car 
with a nurse in :t; also a collection of special articles 
lent to patients, with the suggestive hint: “ Usually 
Gifts to the Association from Sympathisers.” 


At Stoke-on-Trent 


Now let us fly (in spirit) six thousand miles and 
see what the Stoke-on-Trent Welfare Centre evolved 
in the way of public health exhibits recently. Nothing 
less than a “Chamber of Horrors”!—a model of a 
house of large dimensions, its condition insanitary and 
dirty and the neighbouring yard thoroughly unsavoury. 

Model 2 showed a complete dwelling, clean, bright 
and healthy, its backyard beyond criticism. Model 3 
was a room for expectant mothers, furnished with bed, 
cot, clothing and all necessaries. Illustrations showed 
visitors the ideal and sensible way in which to attire 
the baby. 

This exhibition paid particular attention to the 
feeding of mothers and infants. Specimens of suitable 
foods were on view, classified according to their 
nutritive value. Posters which were something in the 
nature of “ Wayside Pulpits” were arranged to catch 
the eye of some stray parent: “ Blessed is the Mother 
who Brings up her Baby without a Dummy.” There 
were instructional films on the subjects of the care 
of teeth and the healing properties of sunlight, both 
natural and artificial; there was a mothercraft section 
showing old and discarded clothes converted into a 
marvellous collection of new and useful garments, rugs 
and toys; and fathercraft was represented more 
ambitiously by efforts in carpentering 


At Weston-super-Mare 


You are interested ? Then glance at the “ Christmas 
Market” held at the Knightstone Pavilion, Weston- 
super-Mare, the other day. Here in an Old English 
Village Street, charmingly lit up by medizval lanterns, 
was to be seen the County Nurses’ stall, gaily decked 
with mistletoe and holly, while balloons flew from its 
upper storey \ huge sign worked in scarlet wool bore 
the alliterative legend, “Warm Woollies for Wintry 
Weather.” This was “ Ye Woollie Shoppe.” Those 
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Running a Propaganda Stall— Contd 

what a reputation our profession has for 
dles and knitting pins will not be surprised 
and all 


who know 
skill with ne 


to hear that most of the woollies were made, 


of them given, by the nurses 

The background of the stall represented a nurse’s 
cottage, its red-tiled roof partly covered with the snow, 
which was se to be gently falling. The latticed 
window showed a fr dly light and the deor bore the 
sign “ District Nurse.” An enormous snow man in a 
black “tile” hat guarded the entrance \ long-clothes 
doll, beautifully dressed by one of the nurses, lay 
forlornly on the cottage doorstep; needless to say, it 
was soon rescued from the storm at great pricé 
Though indeed it might equally have been succoured 
by the Beadle, the Town Crier, the Village Policeman, 
or the two Cheap Jacks—and the latter worthies could 
have borne it away on their diminutive cart drawn by 
in Exm« por 


Post Certificate Courses for Health 
Visitors and School Nurses 


Ihe Women Public Health Officers’ Association's 
twelfth winter school is to be held at Bedford College for 
Women, University of London December 27 to 
January 7 

December 27 

5.30 p.m Inaugural lecture 
8 p.m The Preventive Value of 
Lady Barrett 
December 28 
10 a.m.—Puerper Professor Louise McIlroy 
11.15 a.m Ihe Psychology of the Mother. Dr J A. 
Hadfield 
D mber 29 
10 a.m Fathercraft Dr. |. Fenton 
11.15 a.m Nasal Hygiene, its Assets and Liabilities 
for Health Dr. Octavia Lewin 


irom 


Ante-Natal Care. 


™ psis 


10 a.m rhe 
Infancy 


Principles of Artificial 
Dr. C. K. J. Hamilton 
11.15 a.m Healthy Parenthood, the Best Founda- 

tion Miss M. Liddiard 
\t the London Hospital Medical College). 


Feeding in 


2.30 p.m 


Venereal Disease and its relation to Family 
Health Dr. T. Anwyl Davies / 
December 31 
10 a.m Ihe Child's Mind Dr. J. R. Rees 
11.15 a.m ri Below-par Mind Dr Letitia 
Fairfield 


January 2 
10 a.m.—Common Defects and Diseases of the Eve 
in Children Mr. M. Whiting 


11.15 a.m School Hygiene Dr. R A. Lyster 
2.30 p.m At the South Eastern Hospital: Immun- 
isation against the Infectious Diseases Dr. G. W. 
Ronaldson 
Jai mary 3 
10 a.n Handicaps of Nervous and Difficult Child- 
ret Dr. Alice Hutchison 
11. l5 a.m The Diet of Young Children. Dr. Helen 
Mackay 
January 4 
10 a.n | Hours and Play Time. Miss Doris 
Lester 


11.15 a.m Mi 
Illness Mr 


dern Views of Occupational “Nervous” 
Millais Culpin 


7.45 p.m Debate That Heredity plays a more 
important part than Environment in determining 
Ability and Character 

January 5 

"10 a.m.—Tuberculosis and the Public Health. Dr 
| c Collins 


11.15 a.m.—Rickets (to be illustrated by lantern 
slides Dr. Lee Pattison. 

2.30 p.m.—At St. Bartholomew’s Hospital: The 
Prevention of Respiratory Diseases in Children. 
Dr. R. Hilton 

10 a.m.—Modern 
R. Coppock. 

11.15 a.m Some 
Parents and Children. 


Building and Development. Mr. 


Recent Legislation affecting 
Mrs. M. I. Crofts. 

January 7. 

Observation visits to Lord Mayor Treloar Cripples’ 
Hospital, Alton, and demonstration of sunlight 
treatment by Sir Henry Gauvain, and to Papworth 
Village Settlement. 

For further particulars apply to Miss H. M. Gray, the 
secretary, Women Public Health Officers’ Association, 
92, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 


News In Brief 


Bridlington’s “ West End” 

THE new and up-to-date Avenue Hospital, West End, 
Bridlington, has just becn opened by Lord Deramore, 
chairman of the East Riding County Council. In its 
previous existence it was a boarding house for 
Bridlington School. 


Miss Sewart to go to Paris 

As we foreshadowed in our account of the last meet- 
ing of the Mental Hospital Matrons’ Association, Miss 
Sewart has been selected as their representative for the 
Paris-Brussels Congress of the International Council 
of Nurses 


Solitary Grandeur 

THe Royal United Hospital at Bath chose Sunday, 
December 11, for the move to its new quarters at 
Combe Park. The very first to “flit” was a baby, who 
was the sole patient in the entire building for Saturday 
night. 


Royal Christmas Parcels 

CHRISTMAS donations of £10 each from the King and 
Queen to the National Institute for the Blind will be 
specially used to send Christmas parcels to blind per- 
sons, including a number of ex-service men who have 
become blind since the War. 


Skeleton Movies 

Tre new film of radiographic technique which was 
shown for the first time at the Royal Northern Hospi- 
tal, Holloway, on November 7, will make a revolution 
in X-ray instructional! methods. The Royal Northern 
Hospital School of Radiography is one of the very 
few recognized by the Society of Radiographers. 


A Retirement and an Appointment 

Miss JANE Priest, matron of Northern General 
Hospital, Edinburgh, has retired after thirty-six years’ 
service with the Public Health Department of the City 
of Edinburgh. At her farewell on December 15 Dr. 
John Guy, the medical officer of health for the city, 
paid a high tribute to Miss Priest on her fine record 
of service She is succeeded by Miss Campbell, who 
has been transferred from Craiglockhart Hospital. 


Two Dietetic Honours 

\ SCHOLARSHIP of twenty guineas for an evening 
course at the London School of Dietetics, generously 
given by Messrs. Energen Foods Co., Ltd., for an essay 
on “The Importance of a Knowledge of Dietetics to 
the Ordinary Citizen in Pursuit of his Vocation,” has 
just been won by Mrs. Cutler, of Broxbourne, Herts; 
and a thirty guinea scholarship for a complete day 
course, given by the School authorities, was won by 
Miss Colson, of Shoreham-by-Sea. 


‘ 
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1 charming combination snapped durin the decovratioi 


Coming Events 


Royal Waterloo Hospital.—A Christmas entertainment 
will be given for the in-patients from 3.30 to 5.30 p.n 
on Wednesday, December 28 

London Homeopathic Hospital.—The annual Christ 
mas entertainment will be given on Wednesday, 3.30 
to 5.30 p.m. (Christmas Tree in Barton Ward, 3.30; tea 
in Rylands and Dysart Wards, 4 to 5; music in all wards 

South London Hospital for Women, Clapham. 
Carol singing and concerts will be organised by members 
of the nursing staff. Patients will be allowed visitors on 
Christmas Day, and on Boxing Day they will entertain 
their friends to tea in the wards. (Any assistance towards 
making this big tea party a success, or contributions 
towards Christmas fare and amusements for the patients 
will be gratefully received 

Egyptian Expeditionary Force Nursing Services’ Reunion. 
—A tea party will be held on February 4 at Grosvenor 
Hotel, S.W.1, from 3.30 to 6.30 p.m Tickets (3s. 6d 
each) can be obtained from Miss Slater, Forest Hospital 


Buckhurst Hill 
B.B.C. Talks 


A new series of talks on child welfare by three London 
specialists in the January to April programme at 10.45 
a.m. will carry on the advice of a doctor to a mother, and 
will range from the very young child to children between 


the ages of two and seven Ihe subjects for January 
will be: 
January 6 The Diet of the Growing Child 
13.—Gastric Upsets and Constipation 20 Che 
Beginnings of School Life 27.—Common Ailments 


In the series of health talks at 7.10 p.m. the subject for 
the next three months will be how far man has beaten 
the microbe The subjects will be as follows 

January 9.—Man versus Microbe; 16 
losis; 23 & 30 Rheumatism February 6 Phe 

Common Cold; 13.—Influenza; 20.—Puerperal Fever 

27.—Infantile Paralysis. March 6.—Typhoid; 13 

Diphtheria; 20.—Measles; 27.—Pyorrheea. April3 

Dental Caries; 10.—Malaria 17 Easter Monday; 

24.—Summing up. 


Tubercu- 





Sunsht Hon for Bh Babies at I t Grinstead 


In the talks on ‘‘ How the Mind Works,”’ the reactions of 


the child and the adult having been studied, Dr. Cyril 
Burt will in Part 3 discuss social psychology His first 
three titles will be 

January 17 The Psychology of Social Groups 


24 rhe Psychology of Art; 31 


the Sexes 


Che Psychology ot 


Prizegivings 
Royal Victoria Hospital, Beltast 

The following awards were presented at the Royal 
Victoria Hospital (Belfast prizegiving described on 
page 1306 

Gold medal.—Miss Knox 

Silver medal.—Miss Lamberton 

Bronze medals.—Misses Hall and M’Kay 

Second year prizes.—Miss Todd (surgery 
Robinson and Stirling (medicine 

First year prizes.—Miss Tear (physiology and hygiene) ; 
Miss Bold (matron's prize); Miss Tear (superintendent's 
prize) 


Lowestoft and North Suffolk Hospital! 

Miss Chapman, the matron, entertained visitors to tea, 
and a concert was given by the staff on the occasion of 
the prizegiving at the Lowestoft and North Suffolk 
Hospital, Lowestoft [he distribution was made by 
Mrs. J. McBain Taylor Miss Chapman referred to the 


Misses 





examination of the first ird year nurses in nursing 
theory and practice by Miss Jones, R.R«( matron of 
the Essex County Hospital Four out of five nurses had 
passed their final examination for the State Register 
during the _ veal rhe Student Nurses’ Unit was 
flourishing and its social activities had been profitable 
to the hospital 

rhe following awards were made 

Practical and_ theoretical nursing Ss } a 
1) Miss M. Hutchison; (2) Miss M. Burton 

Vedical urgical and vna logical theory, l Miss 


M. Hutchison; (2) Miss A. Jones 

Practical and theoretical nursing ( Junior nurs 
(1) Miss V. Goffin; (2) Miss W. Ward 

Anatomy, physiology and hygien (1) Miss W. Ward; 
(2) Miss O. Johnson 
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General Nursing Council for England 
and Wales 


HE last meeting of members of the old Council 
| was held on Friday, December 16, at 20 Portland 
Place, London, W.1., Miss E. M. Musson, C.B.E 
R.R.C., LL.D., the chairman, presiding 
QUEENSLAND AND RECIP ROCITY.—tThe 
Registration Committee reported that it had considered 
letters dated May 3 and October 25 from the Registrar 
of the Nurses and Masseurs Registration Board of 
Queensland, and recommended That the General 
Nursing Council for England and Wales agrees to accept 
for registration by reciprocity on the Supplementary 
Part of the Register for Mental Nurses nurses registered 
by the Nurses and Masseurs Registration Board of 
©ueensland after having completed a period of not less 
than three years’ training in a recognised public mental 
training school and having passed the examination of 
the Registration Board, on the understanding that nurses 
registered on the Supplementary Part of the Register 
‘ Mental Nurses by the General Nursing Council for 
England and Wales will be accepted on the same terms 








by the Nurses and Masseurs Registration Board of 
(hueensland 
lr} r ymmend was agreed to 


OCTOBER EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 
rhe Registration Committee reported that the numbers 
t lidates at the October examinations 


successlul Cand 





who had been approved for registration by the Registra- 
tion Committee on November 25 were as follows 
General Register 1,651 Supplementary Part of the 
Register for Male Nurses 4, Mental Nurses 33, Nurses 
for Mental Defectives 2, Sick Children’s Nurses 85 
Fever Nurses 169: Tot 1,944 

REGISTRATION ITEMS Nine fever nurses 
(by examination), | fever nurse (under reciprocity agree- 
ment) and 7 general trained nurses (under reciprocity 
agreements were approved {or registration Four 
nurses were granted duplicate silver badges to replace 
lost ones, and 33 nurses who have now paid their retention 
flees were restored to the register. 

VICTORIA HOSPITAI SOU THEN D.—tThe 
Education and Examination Committee reported that 
the Victoria Hospital, Southend, was now closed The 
name of the new hospital was the Southend-on-Sea and 
District General Hospital. The Committee recommended 
that the Southend-on-Sea and District General Hospital 
be approved as a complete training school for nurses in 
place of the Victoria Hospital, Southend, and that the 
name of the Victoria Hospital, Southend, be removed 
from the list of approved complete training schools. 
Agreed 

ST. CHAD’S HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM 
The Education and Examination Committee reported 
that it had considered letters from the authorities of 
St. Chad's Hospital Birmingham (associated with 
Dudley Road Hospital, Birmingham), asking that St 
Chad's Hospital should now cease to be a training school 
for nurses Owing to the decrease in the number of patients 
Arrangements had been made for the nurses in training 
to be received at Dudley Road Hospital to complete 






their training The Committee recommended that 
the é St. Chad's Hospital, Birmingham, be 
n t m tl st ¢ ipproved associated training 


HOSPITALS APPROVED AS TRAINING 








SCHOOLS r} Victoria Hospital Worksop, the 
provis | of which expired on November 27, 
1932, was approved as a complete training school for 
ses. The pr nal approval granted to the Princess 

| se NKensingt for Children, London, as 
plete training Sick Children’s Nurses 

s extended for further period of six months, to June 


30, 1933, and the Grimsby and District Hospital, at 
present approved in association with the Derbyshire 
Royal Infirmary, was provisionally approved for a 
period of one year from December 16, 1932, as a complete 
training school for nurses. 

PANEL OF EXAMINERS .—The Committee 
reported a further list of applications for examinerships 
and they were ordered to be added to the panel. The 
Committee reported the death of Dr. T. F. Campbell, 
Primrose Bank Hospital, Burnley, a member of the Panel 
of Examiners 

THE EDUCATIONAL TEST AND THE 
DIVISION OF THE PRELIMINARY EXNAMINA- 
TION.—The Education and Examination Committee 
reported that the Conference with members of the 
General Nursing Council for Scotland and the Joint 


Nursing and Midwives Council Northern Ireland, 


took place in Edinburgh on Monday, November 28 
As a result of the Conference the Committee made the 
following recommendation That consideration of the 


Resolution of Council of July 22, 1932, viz 
That after June Ist, 1936, no candidate be 

admitted to the Preliminary Examination of the 
Council who does not possess the General School 
Certificate or its equivalent, unless such candidate has 
passed a test examination in general education which 
will be set up by the General Nursing Counc!! as an 
entrance examination, such test examination to be 
passed before entering hospital. That the test 
examination take the form of a written examination 
with questions on general knowledge, and should 
include a simple arithmetic test, and an ess with 
choice of subjects That if the recommendations 
are approved, a Board in due course be appointed 
to conduct the examination 

and of the resolution passed by the General Nursing 

Council for Scotland on June 24, 1932, viz: 

‘That the Preliminary Examination should be 
divided into two parts: (a) Anatomy and Physiology 
and Hygiene; (b) Theory and Practice of Nursing, 
Part 1; and that (a) may be taken before—but 
not more than two years before—the nurs« nters 








the wards,’ 

be postponed for a further six months 

This was agreed to without comment. \ turther 
report of the Committee stated that the interview with 
the Minister of Health took place on Thursday, 
November 10 

DISCIPLINARY CASE The Disciplinary and 
Penal Cases Committee reported that on rece of 
information that Aileen Anstruther Sinclair, who had 
already been prosecuted under Section 8(1) of the Nurses’ 
Registration Act, 1919, had again falsely represented 
herself to be a State-registered nurse, the Council's solicitor 
had been instructed to take proceedings against her 
She pleaded guilty at Richmond Police Court on Novem- 
ber 21, and was fined £10 and in default sentenced to 
two months’ imprisonment The Council approved 
the Committee's action 

$15,000 FOR:‘-ANOTHER HOUSE The 
General Purposes Committee recommended that 
an offer of £15,000 be made for the premises No. 22, 
Portland Place, London, W.1, adjoining the Council’s 
offices, and the recommendation was agreed to Miss 
Sparshott, the vice-chairman of the Council and the 
chairman of the Committee, said that the house adjoining 
the Council's offices seemed to be admirably suited tor the 
purposes for which it was required—an extension of the 
existing accommodation They considered the _ pro- 
position a very good investment The chairman of 
the Council said it was proposed to let off part of the 
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house to sitting tenants. In reply to Miss Hogg, the 
Chairman said No. 22, Portland Place, was a large house 
very well adapted. The upper part formed a complete 
maisonette. The Council would have five rooms on the 
ground floor and almost the whole of the basement. 
That accommodation would give them what they badly 
needed in order to extend the Registry 

ELECTION OF NEW COUNCIL Mr. Arthur 
Graves, the returning officer, submitted his report upon 
the election of the new Council, the result of which was 
given in last week’s issue. Excluding fever nurses, to 
represent whom only one candidate was nominated, 
the electorate on November 16 amounted to 62,970, 
made up as follows :—General Register, 55,314; Male 
Register, 217; Mental Register, 5,401; Mental Defective 
Register, 262: and Sick Children's Register, 1,776. The 
total number of envelopes received by noon on December 
7, at which hour the ballot closed, was 21,775. Three- 
hundred and seventeen envelopes were received to 
late and 704 letters had been returned through the post 
marked gone away,’ deceased or gone abroad For 
various reasons, 227 general votes, 32 mental votes and 
4 votes cast by nurses for sick children were declared 


inva 

rhe election had been conducted strictly in accordance 
with the provisions contained in the Scheme, made 
under paragraph 4 of the Schedule to the Nurses Registra- 


tion Act, 1919, to regulate the election of sixteen persons 
to be members of the General Nursing Council for England 
and Wales 

The task imposed upon the Registrar and her staff 
during and prior to the election, particularly in the 
preparation therefor, had manifestly been a great one, 


necessitating the Registers being kept precisely up to 


date in consequence of the very substantial number of 
alterations and corrections made owing to change of 
address, death or marriage. The extent of the work 


might be judged when it was stated that in respect 
of each ballot paper sent out it was necessary to pre- 
pare and handle five distinct papers, making a total 
of some 315,000 papers; absolute secrecy, however, had 
been assured thereby, forif the prescribed steps were adhered 

he manner in which any voter had recorded his or 
her vote could not be ascertained 

Miss Riddell had, of course, been of the utmost assis- 
tance, her knowledge and experience being a_ large 
factor in the smooth running of operations; indeed it 
icipally due to her guidance that it was possible 
that neither the slightest error occurred nor 
‘nience experienced [Ihe counting § assistants 
were carefully chosen, clerical ability being insisted 
upon, and in consequence the counting proceeded with 
expedition and regularity, thus reducing possibility of 
error to the absolute minimum; it was considered 
appropriate to appoint the counting assistants from the 
ranks of the unemployed, and the choice proved to be 
satisfactory from all points of view 

The results were declared at 9 p.m. on December 9; 
having been concerned in many elections, both parlia- 
mentary and municipal, the returning officer desired to 
intimate that he was entirely satisfied that the election 
had been properly carried out and conducted in accordance 
with the statutory requirements. 

The voting percentages were as follows :—General 
Register, 34.05; Male Nurses,. 56.68; Mental Nurses, 
37.19; Sick Children’s Nurses, 39.58. 

In conclusion, he acknowledged with many thanks the 
various services rendered by and the kind advice of the 
chairman; without the assistance of the deputy returning 
officer it would have been difficult to achieve the excellent 
results obtained. Five ballot papers had, it had trans- 
pired, not been included in the count. That was a 
very small number and could not in any way invalidate 
the election or have any effect whatever. 

The Council expressed its thanks to Mr. Graves and 
resolved that the ballot papers be destroyed ten days 
after the date of the announcement of the result of the 
election—viz., on December 26, 1932. 











REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S WORK.— 
The Chairman of the Council, after referring to the 
fact that many old faces would be missed when the 
Council reassembled, proceeded to read a review of the 
work accomplished by the Council since 1928. 

She was, she said, much struck by the large amount 
of solid work which the Committees had carried out. 
If there had been few new departures much had been 
done to consolidate the position of the Council. Its 
financial position had very much improved, and in 1931 
the receipts balanced the expenditure. The Committee 
had been considering what reduction could be made in 
the Council’s charges, and already it had been decided 
to issue a certain amount of printed matter free as well 
as to reduce the fees for re-entry examinees. It would 
be in the interest of the Council to print a larger number 
of copies of the Register. There was, however, still 
a considerable amount of expenditure which must be 
faced and for which provision must be made. However, 
they hoped further relief would be possible. 

The Registration Committee had done a considerable 
amount of work, especially in regard to reciprocity, 
since 1928. Agreements had been made with many 
dominions and dependencies The Committee had 
registered 23,119 nurses and the work of the Registration 
Department had continued to be exceptionally heavy. 
Since the Register was recently revised over 670 com- 
munications had been returned marked ‘gone away.” 
The Committee had also dealt with a large number of 
applications for duplicate certificates and badges and had 
resolved that not more than one duplicate badge should 
be issued. Any method of safeguarding the profession 
in this respect would be carefully considered. 

With regard to the Education and Examination 
Committee, the number of examinees in 1928 was 13,668, 
while in 1932 the number had increased to 16,656. The 
total number of entries during the five years’ was 73,094, 
the total number of those actually examined, 70,163 
and the total number of those who had satisfied the 
examiners, 48,741. The examination entries had increased 
and she would like to express the Council’s great 
appreciation of what had been done for it in this 
respect by hospital authorities in connection with the 
examinations. It was regretted that owing to other work 
it had not been possible to pay more visits to the centres. 
The Committee had carefully considered all suggestions 
made in regard to the examinations. It was still not 
possible to put into force the Council’s scheme for the 
inspection of hospitals. Time and patience, she hoped, 
would enable this to be done. 

As regards mental nurses, the chairman referred to 
the conference between England, Ireland and Scotland 
as to why so few mental nurses entered for the examina- 
tions in mental nursing held by the three Councils. They 
had, however, decided that they could not accept the 
certificate of an outside body as a means of entry to the 
Mental Register. No further conference had taken 
place but there had been much correspondence on the 
subject, and more mental nurses were now entering for 
the examination. 

With reference to the disciplinary work of the Council 
a number of names had been removed from the Register. 
In seventeen cases judgment was deferred and in three 
cases prosecutions had not been proceeded with for lack 
of evidence. Proceedings had been taken against eleven 
women under Section 8 of the Nurses Registration Act, 
1919, for falsely representing themselves to be registered 
nurses. The fines imposed, said the Chairman, had been 
quite inadequate. 

The Uniform Committee had been engaged in a great 
deal of difficult and intricate work. However, it could 
not reconsider the question of the uniform every time 
fashions changed, but they would revise it every five 
years. It must be remembered that any such revision 
of the uniform required the approval of Parliament. 

No appeal had been made to the Minister of Health 
by any hospital during the period under review. 
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General Nursing Council for England and Wales— Contd. 
Miss Musson greatly regretted the departure of so many 
colleagues with whom they had worked during the past 
five years They could say that they had worked very 
pleasantly and without any personal feeling despite the 


fact that they had had differences of opinion. She 
also expressed her great appreciation of the work done 
by Miss Riddell and the staff Her attention to detail 
nd accur \ 1 been of the greatest possible value 
Lady Galway expressed the thanks of the nominated 
embers that they had beer owed to take part in the 
Counci ¢ tions s ngratulated Miss Musson 
| th ¢ had presided over the 
Miss A ne the defeated members in the 
t,s ha xperienced a very interesting time as 
em} f 4 ( , iad enjoved the work very 
] 
rhe chairman of t ( ! n returning thanks said 
t t F t the ‘ ntv boroug!l 
spita rect representatives, but tl Coun 
rit NEW C¢é NCII I Ce ‘ 
| 27 I pre ts ( tt 
| 10 113 
( DUCATION REPRESENTA 
ril\ _ t 
it \ ; ss > ( S V1 
} \ ; t 
i I t nt ( 
\liss | Wils 
\ r tk tt scussion oO 
he é ( ssion t Pub 
Health ( gres I ! ist mont! vas reported 
! issu { November 26, p. 1214 | 


Nation’s Fund for Nurses 


Nurses’ Appeal Committee 
Donations for Week ending December 19 


Miss |]. Cheves (sale of nursing memoirs — 6 0 
Gloucester and Cheltenham branch, College 


Nursing (surplus tea money ian ‘ 210 O 
Mental Hospital Matrons’ Association “se 22 0 
*College Member 5639 eee . . 2 6 
Matron and nursing staff, Bushey Heath Cot 

tage Hospital eee 5 6 





Rochford Nurses’ League din is ici iz @ 
*Miss N. W. Peplow ; sce dio 5 0 
Matron and nursing staff, Central District 
Nurses’ Home, Lovell Street, Leeds ‘ 10 O 
*Matron and “~nursing staff Cumberland 
Infirmary, Carlisle . ¥ a 8 16 0 
*Miss D. M. James (Christmas gift) ‘ iat ae 
*Mrs. Moe and B. Bryan : oa 15 0 
*Matron and nursing staff, County Hospital 
Durhan . 3 5 0 
*|. B : 1 0 
°*H. H . 1 0 
Elderly rses l 0 
Brendot sale of mat ; 14 6 
Matron 1 nursit taff, St. | e's H 
Bradford $ 0 0 
M Ada F. You a © 
Christn | ial 
411 6 
0 3 6 
! 649 3; 8 


rhis week's list is splendid. Thank you all very much. 
We wish you all a Very Happy Christmas, and let us hope 
for a good list to start the New Year. (The money boxes 
ire waiting for homes.) 

Many thanks to College member 5639 for three pairs 
f bed socks, Miss M. Rk. Cox for tinfoil, B. W. V. H 
for the black mittens, also for an anonymous parcel of 


shoes. Thank you, College member (Founder), for the 


woollies, also for an anonymous wooden box, contain- 
ing clothes Many thanks to the following for their 
ry useful parcels : Miss K. Kilner, Miss N. W. Peplow 
Miss H. M. Smith, Miss A. E. Smith, Miss Margaret Rivers 
ind Clytie for a parcel which also contained tinfoil. Thank 
Sister Watson, for the fur ties 





HON. SECRETARY 
Nurses’ Appeal Committee 
The Nursing Times 
rhe College of Nursing 
la, Henrietta Street, W.1 


Appointments 


Matrons 

RD, Miss |] Mm; Seen matron, Cardigan a1 
District M orial Hospital 

ined at Hack Hosp. Certified midwife House- 
<eepil ter, Roval Inf Wigan. Night sister 
Torbay He Porquay Matror The Hospital 
Moreto mpstea Devo Member, College of 
a 

‘ \ S_.R.N R.FLN matt 

Hospits Smithy Bridge (Littleboroug! 

Milnrow Wardle Hospital Committee 

ined at Stepping Hill Hosp., Stockport; Ladywe 
Sanatorium, Salford lidwiferyetraining, St. Mary's 
Hosp Manchestet Certified midwife Matron 
Surgical Nursing Home Manchester Denecroft 


Deputy matron, Davenham Isolation Hosp. Member 
College of Nursing 


Administrative Posts 
Scott, Miss R. A., S.R.N night sister, Southmead 
Hospital, Bristol 
[rained at City Infirmary, Nottingham, and The 
Maternity Home, Lincoln. Gold medallist (City 
Infirmary, Nottingham). Certified midwife 
Diploma of Domestic Science of the School of 
Domestic Science, Aberdeen. Ward sister at the 
City Infirmary, Nottingham. 
HENNESSEY, Miss D., S.R.N., night sister, Richmond 
Institution 
Trained at Greenwich and Deptford Hosp. Certified 
midwife (North Staffs Royal Inf.). Member, College 
of Nursing 
STUART, Miss V. G., S.R.N., night sister, North Devon 
Infirmary, Barnstaple 
[rained at Children’s Hosp., Birmingham; General 
Hosp., Cheltenham ; Louise Margaret Hosp., Aldershot 
Certified midwife. 


Sister Tutors 
Moore, Miss F. A., S.R.N., sister tutor, Victoria Jubilee 
Infirmary, Tynemouth, and Preston Hospital, 
North Shields 
Trained at St. Luke’s Hosp, Bradford; Booth Hall 
Hosp., Blackley, . Manchester. Certified midwife. 
Sister-Tutor’s Diploma, King’s College. Member 
College of Nursing 
HARTHARN, Miss M. I., S.R.N., sister tutor and theatre 
sister, Ladywell Infectious Diseases Hospital, Salford. 
[rained at Birkenhead Fever Hosp.; Birmingham 
General Hosp. Certified midwife. 


Sister 
BELL, Miss M. I., S.R.N., ward sister, Kendray Isolation 
Hospital, Barnsley 
rrained at Royal Hosp., Wolverhampton; London 
Fever Hosp 
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Free Cruise in 
the Mediterranean 


SIMPLE COMPETITION 
OPEN TO ALL NURSES FREE 


Enter at once for this simple test of skill. 


Simply place these seven reasons why Cow &— 


Gate is the world’s premier Baby Food in their 
order of importance. The competitor whose 


list conforms or most nearly conforms with - 


the decision of Cow & Gate’s Committee of 
experts, whose selection has already been 
determined and placed under seal, will be 
given a free cruise in the Mediterranean. 
In the event of two or more Nurses making a correct 
list, free cruises will be granted to each, so that there 
is no limit to the number of First Prizes that can 
be won ! 

1 It is made by the oldest and most experienced makers 

of Milk Powder Foods in the world. 


The milk from which it is made is specially selected 
and tested by trained chemists at every stage of its 
manufacture. 

3 The unique Cow & Gate process not only renders it 
absolutely pure and germ free, 

4 — but ensures the presence of Vitamin D and the vital 
mineral salts so essential to growth. 

5 It is scientifically standardised. That is, Baby always 
receives milk of the same degree of richness. 


6 Its manufacture ensures the splitting up of the curds, 
making it almost identical to breast milk and easily 
digested even by the weakest stomach. 


7 It is so palatable that Babies love it. 


Note that all entries must be addressed “ Cruise,” 
Cow & Gate House, Guildford, England, and reach us 
not later than Monday, January 16th, 1933. Sailing date 
will be arranged to suit convenience of prize winners. 














COW & GATE LTD., GUILDFORD, 


SURREY 

























The correct selection will be published 


in “The Nursery World,” “The Nursing 
Times” and “The Nursing Mirror,” for 
the week ending Jan. 21st, 1933. When 
the correct list is published, competitors 
who have made not more than two 
mistakes must claim within seven days. 


ENTRY FORM 


To COW & GATE LTD. ° | | 
GUILDFORD, ENGLAND 

| have placed the seven reasons 

why Cow & Gate is the world’s 

premier Baby Food in what 

| consider to be the correct 

order. 


| realise that the proprietors [ 
of Cow & Gate can accept no | | 
responsibility for the receipt 
of this entry, and | agree to 
their decision being final in the | | 
event of any dispute. | have 
kept a copy of my entry. bo 


Name 


A.ddiess 


Please write in Block Canitals and put your name 
and address on the flap of the envelope. 

No claims will be considered after Jan. 28th, 1933. 
In claiming, write the word “ Claim” on the flap 
of your envelope. 

V.T. 24/12/32 Cc 
= 


weeeueeee ee eee eee ee eee ewe eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 


*] 
Nn 
'! 





Be sure to mention “The Nursing Times”? when answering its Advertisements. 
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HOSPITAL , 
EQUIPMENT « 


LOTION 
BOWL 
STAND 
Constructed of 
| highly polished 
| Monel Metal or 


Stainless Steel, 


| ; rubber tyred 





ball-bearing 
silent casters. 
Rubber covered 
top frame. 
Stand 22 in. by 
12in. by 32 1n. 


os ‘B) high. Bowls 
SS ¥ 
ee ees , GCG 10 in. inside dia. 








. — 











¥. 
g 





SWAB BOWL 
Constructed of 
highly polished 


Monel Meta 
Staink Steel 
oO don 

b tyred 
Yall earing 
Slie t caste 
seamies fa 
Oval $ I 

21 





deep ne ’ / 

SUMERLING & CO.LTD. 
Hospital Equipment Manufacturers 

63-66, BUNHILL ROW, LONDON, E.C.1 


dospital Showrooms—141-147, Old Street, E.C.1 


Telep Clerk Sumerling, Finsquare, Londor 




















6d. per set of ten sheets, postage ld. extra 


DIAGRAMS 
to illustrate Lectures on 


SURGICAL NURSING 


BY 
Arthur Edmunds, C.B., M.S., F.R.C.S., Surgeon 
and Lecturer in Surgical Nursing, King’s College 
Hospital, London. 
| Orders, with remittance, should be sent to The 
Manager, ‘‘ The Nursing Times,’ St. Martin's 
} Street, London, W.C.2 








or an excess of acids in the diges- 


tive system, 


causes distressing 


stomachicand intestinal disorders 


in old and 


young—flatulence, 


heartburn, indigestion, a feeling 
of fullness after meals, vomiting, 


feverishness, 


diarrhea. Acidity 


can be readily and pleasantly 
overcome by the widely esteemed 
and long established 


FORDS 


vio MAGNESIA 


In treating acidity a disturbing remedy 
is undesirable, especially for elderly 
sufferers. Dinneford’s Pure Fluid 


Magnesia acts in a 





gentle and gradual 


manner. It relieves and restores. 


BRITISH MANUFACTURE 
1/3 and 2/6 per bottle 








Guard 





Against 
germs 


Laboratory tests 
show that Neko 
Soap is 30 times 
as powerful a dis- 
infectant as pure 
carbolic acid. It 
should be used re- 
gularly as a toilet 
soap, for it is an 
invaluable aid to- 
wards the ideal of 
perfectly aseptic 
hands. 


Price 1 /3 at all Chemists 
Send for sample to 
Dept. N.T.5, EUTHYMOL, 
50, Beak Street, 
LONDON, W.1. 


GERM 











— 

a eee 
ne 

See eee 


ee 
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Be sure to mention “The Nursing Times” 


when answering its Advertisements. 
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Appcintmeats— Contd 

Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military 

Nursing Service 

Sister Miss K. M. Green resigns her appointment 
November 12). Staff nurse Miss M. A. Quigley to be sister 
September 10). 

Che following to be staff nurses (Apri! 20) :—Miss 
V. W. M. Briggs, Miss Heafy, Miss M. A. Hodgson 

Staff nurse Miss N. E. de la Hey resigns her appoint- 
ment (November 30) 

Staff nurse Miss L. V. Woolfenden resigns her appoint- 
ment (November 30 


Sister Miss G. C. Ashton retires, receiving a gratuity 
(December 7), with permission to retain the badge of 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. 


Queen’s Institute of District Nursing 
Appointments: Scottish Branch 


Miss A. G. McLellan to Kilmallie (Fort William); 
Miss G. McWilliam to Lochmaddy; Miss C. C. Mackenzie 
to Lochmaben; Miss R. Calder to Stirling; Miss M. 
Lauder to Bothwell; Miss A. C. Carr to Kirkcaldy; Miss 
C. C. Buchanan to Killin; Miss A. Innes to Blairgowrie; 
Miss J. J. Barron to Perthshire Federation; Miss M. B. 
Ronald (rejoiner) to Errol; Miss M. M. Smith to Ceres 


Crossword Puzzle Number 52 


A prize of. 10/6 will be awarded to the sender 
of the first correct solution opened on December 28 


Conditions 
OLUTIONS must reach this office not later than 
S the first post on Wednesday, December 28 
Address your entry to “Crossword Puzzle, No. 52,” 
“The Nursing Times,’ Macmillan & Co., Ltd., St. 
Martin’s Street, W.C.2. 

Write your name and address in block capitals in the 
space provided. 

Do not enclose any other communications with your 
entry. 

No correspondence can be entered into with regard to 
this competition, and the decision of the Editor is final 
and legally binding. 

N.B.—Post your entry early on Tuesday to ensure 
that it reaches The Nursing Times office by the first 
post on Wednesday morning 


Clues Across 
l. Onee a herring 28. Pertaining to the sun 
29. Acting first: 


afterwards 


Anneved in Seotland thinking 


: 30. An inserted piece of mater- 
12. Reputed cure for thumb- ial 
sucking 32. Gaiters 
13. Half a request to answer an 35. Presently. 
invitation 36. Stuff ; 
15. Political party of the past. 38. As vou were. 
17. A degree qualifying a 9. Often put on a horse. 
clergyman 10. Keeper of the keys. 
Is. Pinch 12. Stray. 
20. Some dress up to this. 13. Pennies are here left to 
21 seed V SS l take care of themselves. 
22. Typically English bever- 44. High rank in the Army 
wes 46. A point of the compass. 
24. Frequently 17. A sea-bird. 
25. Yes, American is. Reared. 
26. A peninsula between China 50. Dotted 
ind Japan 51. A small freeholder. 
Clues Down 
1. A famous Egyptian temple 21. Throb. 
2. Genteel term for lodge 23. Fertilizing fluid 
3. Level 25. Before savouries. 
4. Dash or vivacity Fr.) 27. Suitable 
5. The most popular enter- 28. Sometimes the ship’s last 
tainment eall. 
6. One of many small sur- 30. Triangular ends of a build- 
faces ing. 
7. Exclamation of woe 31. A very general, but pos- 
8. 7 fifth not f the «ia sessive pronoun. 
tonic scale 33. Same as 47 across 
» Mal 34. Scattered 
lO. I lo this is a sign of age 36. Weleomed by the irol 
incomy nee singel 
14. I preservin reen fod- 37. Run at Epsom 
det 10. Sauey. 
16. Inspire witli a foolish Hl. Uncommon 
obsession 14. Obtain 
17. Now out of date, like Mrs. 5. A constellation. 
Grundy. 17. In the direction of, 
19, A gem composed — of 19. An abbreviated doctor, 
olivine, reversed. 
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DOI: cossirtttsiainsilecderceneianapinitnisiiiinninttaivibiibasinenuniiininenuniiinnncesiaianentaaitniiian 


MI cisinciiseirsietaiizariniainiadetanitaiainsiains teat tesla caieagiacailindsslliaaata 


Solution to Puzzle No. 51 


Across.—1, Answers. 5, Valid. 8, Psalter. 9, Thine 


10, Era 11, Enslave 13, Mauve 14, Target 17 
Insert 20, Aisle. 21, Crusade. 25, Ma 26, Hence 
27, Enclose. 28, Asset. 29, Serials 

Down.—1, Apple. 2, Soars. 3, Extra. 4, Screed 
5, Vitamin 6, Leisure. 7, Deepest 12, Log 14, 
rrachea '5, Resents 16, Element 18, S.0.S. 19 


Access. 22, Ulcer 23, Aroma. 24, Ewers. 


Prizewinner 
We have great pleasure in awarding a prize of 
10s. 6d. to :— 
Miss M. Herbert 
Fallodon Cottage, 

Christon Bank, Northumberland, 
whose solution of Crossword Puzzle No. 50 was the 
first correct one opened on December 14. 








1323 





THE NURSING TIMES—DEC. 24, 1932 








College of Nursing Announcements 


Application forms for membership of the College of Nursing can be obtained from the Secretary, 
The College of Nursing, Henrietta Street, W.1, or from any of the branch secretaries. 


Education Department 


Public Health Section 


\ 


Branc 


ub I 
» University of Fy 
he nurses 
(Advances 
of the 
of his hearers for further 
Many 


“tures might be arr 


) he Recent 
on of the functions 
nurses afterwards 
anged, 
» the executive committee 
conclusion of the lecture 
iis rat colony, a most 
heated 
In their 


nenu being potatoes, 


iuto- 


houses 


‘communal ” 


tric washers for 
the 
rhe surgery was 


i steriliset 


iterpart for the 


At the request of a number of the matrons of hospitals and 
nurses’ associations reminder notices are sent to them a week 
before each lecture. This entails an expense in printing and postage 
that can only be justified if such reminders are a real need and 
bring increased attendance. The fourth lecture will be held on 
Wednesday, January 18, at 3.30 p.m. in 8, Drumsheugh Gardens, 
when Dr. Slater will lecture on * Ductless Glands and thei 
influence on Growth and Nutrition.” 
Stockton-on-Tees Sub-Branch.—On December 9 
members and their friends spent an enjoyable evening at the 
unnual whist drive and dance. After the Mayoress had presented 
the prizes, the Mayor in an address to those present spoke highly 
of the work done by nurses, especially the district nurses. We 
were particularly pleased to have Miss Reynolds with us on this 
A general meeting will be held at the Stockton and 
Hospital on January 19 at 7.30 p.m., when 
nominations for the execuiive committee will be received, two 
members being due to retire. The annual meeting will be held 


on February 16, at 7.30 p.m. 


The Cowdray Club 


The Club House will be closed from 5.30 p-m. on Thursday, 
the staff's Christmas party. 
Place, the United Nursing 
and the V.A.D. Club, 
hospitality on that 


about 160 


occasion. 
rhornaby 


December 29, on the occasion of 
Che Pioneer Club, 12, Cavendish 
Services Club, 34, Cavendish Square, 
28, Cavendish Square, will kindly give 


vening. 


List of New College Members 


September, 1932 

ard Warwickshire Hosp): - 
):; Banks, FE. (Crumpsall Hosp., Manches 
1, ©. (Crumpsall Hosp., Man- 
W®Wuckenham, M. A. 
er, H. M. ( 

Dewsbury Gen. Inf 

Cuddeford, M. Kk 


Allen, G. W 


entry 


ventrv & 


West 
( my. VY. 
Hosp.) 
Hosp 


Pancras 
Mary's 


P. (Giuy’s Hosp Jolnsor 

‘ \. G, (Crumpsall Hos] Manchestet 

ss Hos} Keeping, F. J. (Giuy’s Hosp.); 
Man McCausland, kh. 
rumpsall Hosp., Manchester); Mann, L. 
Crumpsall Hosp... Manchester): Mason, E K.C.H.); Mead, FE. 
Lewisham Hosp.); Miller, E. F. (W. Herts. Hosp., Hemel Hemp- 
stead); Mitchell, 1. (Royal Albert Hosp., Devonport); Milesworth, 
W. E. (Guy’s Hosp.); Mountain, W. B. (U.C.H.); Murray, A. 
Crumpsall Hosp., Manchester); Parry, G. (Royal Inf., Liverpool); 
Phillips, M. J. (Gen. Eye Hosp., Swansea); Pile, E. M. (Gen. 
Hosp., Ramsgate); Pugh, D. G. (The Hosp., Worthing, and Royal 
Northern Hosp.); Read, C. (Guest Hosp., Dudley); Sim, B. A. 
Crumpsall Hosp., Manchester); Spear, M. E, (St. Thomas’s 
Hosp.); Tune, K. M. (City Gen. Hosp., Sheffield); Turner, H. 
Moorland Inf., Rawtenstall and Queen’s Park Hosp., Black- 
burn); Tye, A. (St. Mary’s Inf., Armley, combined with St. 
James's Hosp., Leeds.); Underwood, O. A. (Dulwich Hosp.); 
Valentine, H. M. (Crumpsall Hosp., Manchester); Wannop., 
E. L. (Middx. Hosp.); Ward, A. A. (Royal Inf., Leicester): 
Webley, M. 0. (Royal Inf., Leicester); West, J. R. (St. Bart's 
Hos] ): Westbrook, J. E. (st \lfege’s Hosp.); Westcott, M 
King Edward Mem. Hosp.); Whitelock, L. (Royal Inf., Sunder- 
land); Widdop, B. (Royal Inf., Sheffield); Williams, E. F. 
Addenbrooke’s Hosp., Cambridge); Willis, G. E. M. (Royal 
Hosp., Brighton); Winson, V. A. A. (Torbay Hosp., 


October, 1932 
Hill, V. B. F.. Taylor, I 
Hampstead Ger Hosp.): Carter, E. B., Edeson, 
Turner, J. M., Wainwright, J. M 
K.4 : Colls, D., Hiorns, M. V. N.. Hunton, W., McLean, F. 

) Clayton, C. H. (Nat Hosp 


(Tol f ed) 


McCarthy, 
(Guy's Hosp.); 


hestel 


impsall Hosp 
Mac Donald I ( 


Sussex Co 


rorquay) 


Colledge, C. &.. G. (Guy's Hosp.): 
Graves, F. I 
M. L. S., Gloyne, K. M. 


mal Temperance 

















